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The USCG, Paris and Tokyo MOUs have issued information on guidance regarding the difficulties 

the international shipping and transportation industry is facing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

While acknowledging the need for protecting the health and safety of shoreside and seafarers, they 

also note that it is essential to keep supply chains open, further noting the difficulties shipowners are 

facing to arrange vessel surveys and issue related certificates. 

The USCG and the MOUs have recognized there is a need for flexibility and clarity under these special 

circumstances during COVID-19 and have assembled port state control guidance 

Paris MoU has developed temporary guidance recognising that there is a need to apply flexibility under 

these special circumstances. Forced by the current situation, Member Authorities have implemented 

national measures which are affecting the region’s port State control regime.  

The temporary guidance sets out parameters for the adoption of a pragmatic approach to be taken in 

the region. The key to this approach is the recognition that measures are being taken by flag States 

recognising the challenges the maritime industry is facing. Guidance for the port State control 

Authorities has been drafted regarding: 

• impact of delays for surveys, inspections and audits 

• extensions of validity of the ship’s certificates 

• extended periods of service on board 

• delaying periods for personnel certification (STCW’95 and MLC,2006) 

As a general principle, a pragmatic approach regarding the mentioned issues is suggested to be taken 

on a case-by-case basis for periods up to maximum three months. In such cases it is expected that 

there is active involvement of the flag State, and, if appropriate, the Recognised Organisation. This 

would include evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be brought back in 

compliance with the requirements.  

Related links 

USCG MSIB 09-20 COVID-19 - Vessel Inspections, Exams, and Documentation 

PARIS MOU Guidance regarding the impact of COVID-19 

TOKYO MOU issuing guidance for dealing with impact of the outbreak of the COVID-19 
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https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/MSIB/2020/MSIB%2009-20%20Vessel%20Inspections_Exams_and_Documentation.pdf
https://www.parismou.org/paris-mou-guidance-regarding-impact-covid-19
http://www.tokyo-mou.org/doc/Press%20Release%20on%20Guidance%20relating%20to%20the%20outbreak%20of%20COVID-19.pdf

